
Why I Became a Wealth Manager 
By Steve Hutchinson, CEO and chief investment officer at Hutchinson Family Offices 
 
I grew up in the Greensboro Smith Homes public housing projects with my single mother, who 
dropped out of high school to raise me and my younger brother. We didn’t have much and what 
we did have we shared. Growing up in Greensboro, I saw friends and neighbors work hard their 
whole lives and never reach the goals that were the most important to them. I became a wealth 
manager because there were people I knew and cared deeply for that needed help with their 
finances and I wanted to help them reach their financial goals.  

Finding My Purpose 
I’m still in this business today because I am passionate about helping people. To me, my clients 
are not just customers, they are people that I have the responsibility to help. Growing up poor I 
learned from a young age the importance of hard work and developed a curiosity about wealth. 
Not because I wanted to attain wealth, but because the question of how people accumulated 
money peaked my interest. At the age of 17, I joined the United States Marine Corps and 
served for 9 years. During that time I earned my high school diploma and came to understand 
the value of hard work and discipline. Every day, I apply those values to my firm to serve the 
needs of my clients. 

Starting My Own Firm 
After finishing college and finding a mentor in the financial services field, I worked as a financial 
planner and began to notice that many of our clientele were increasing in net worth and thus 
needing more of our services. I created Hutchinson Family Offices to provide my clients with a 
different type of investment experience. So many advisors provide investments, but I dreamed 
of something bigger, all-inclusive, and individualized. Our firm centers around the “Family Office” 
model, which is the highest level of wealth management focusing on wealth continuation and 
generational wealth planning. We manage and oversee all aspects of an affluent family’s 
wealth. 

What We Do 
Our firm exists to add true value to the families that we serve. We create relationships that go 
far beyond the financial services we offer. We strive to provide an atmosphere where our clients 
always feel free to ask us for help in every aspect of their lives. In addition to our wealth 
management services, we provide concierge services for our clients. Our goal is to find clients 
who share our philosophy so we can work together in pursuit of the same goal. The families I 
work with know that I am interested in them, not just their finances. We care about their long 



term goals, their legacies, and their philanthropies. It’s our job to take care of their finances, so 
they can enjoy what’s most important to them.  

Giving Back  
The neighbors and friends I grew up with in Greensboro taught me about kindness and 
community. Sometimes my family didn’t have money or food during the holidays, but we did 
have people who helped us out; who treated us with compassion. My background drives me to 
do what I can to give back to the community. Part of what we do at our firm is giving back to the 
needy, particularly children, and especially during the holidays. We work with Greensboro Urban 
Ministry and also with Ricky Proehl’s P.O.W.E.R. of Play Foundation. We dedicate a lot of our 
resources to helping Ricky and his foundation reach at-risk children in the community. 

My Responsibility to My Clients 
I take my responsibility to my clients very seriously and I understand how hard they work and 
how important their dreams are to them. There is no better feeling than seeing my clients 
succeed and reach their goals. I truly believe that we provide the best wealth management 
services available today. If you would like to find out more about how we can grow your wealth 
and the concierge services we offer, please reach out today.  
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